
COMMUNITY MEETING: February 4, 7:30 to 9:00 PM
EPCAL - A MAJOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE PINE BARRENS

Quogue Wildlife Refuge (doors open with refreshments at 7)
3 Old Country Rd East Quogue, NY 11942 (631) 653-4771

The Town of Riverhead is proceeding with plans to develop the 3000 - acre former Grumman
property in Calverton, now known as Enterprise Park at Calverton (EPCAL). We believe it
is critical that the Town and private developers at EPCAL acknowledge and avoid impacts
to the considerable natural resources at the site. EPCAL is entirely within a Deep
Groundwater Recharge Area, which contribute recharge water to a deep groundwater flow
system, thus replenishing the quantity and affecting the quality of the long-term water
supply. The EPCAL site also provides habitat for several endangered and threatened species
in NYS, including the Eastern Tiger Salamander, Marbled Salamander, Eastern Spadefoot,
Spotted Turtle, Eastern Box Turtle, and Eastern Hognose snake. The on-site grasslands
are the largest such habitat remaining on Long Island, and provide documented breeding
and foraging habitat for numerous grassland birds, including the endangered short-eared
owl, the threatened Northern Harrier, and five Species of Special Concern (Common
Nighthawk, Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Horned Lark, and Whip-poor-will). These
grasslands are, in fact, the most productive breeding grounds for Grasshopper Sparrow (a
Species of Special Concern) in all of New York State.
Directions: From Sunrise Highway (Rte.27) take exit 64 S, and head south on Route 104.
Go 2 miles and turn right onto Old Country Road. Go 0.7 miles, entrance is on the right
when the road bends left.
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SKI TRIP ON MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WEEKEND - SEE PAGE 5

COMMUNITY MEETING:  January 7, 7:00 to 9:00 PM
SSELF PROGRAM WITH SOUTH SHORE ESTUARY RESERVE

Room 027 in the Kramer Science Center
Dowling College, Rudolph Campus
Idle Hour Blvd., Oakdale, NY 11769

Sierra Club calls out to its members to help Long Island’s waters:  This is our most aggressive, hands on campaign
yet and we need your help!  Sierra Club, the South Shore Estuary Reserve Council and the New York State Marine
Education Association are partnering to test the south shore bays and their tributaries and gather data on an ongoing
and consistent basis. Speaker Lou Siegel has created the sSELF Program, which enlists the help of students and
community groups to monitor various physical and chemical parameters in the waters of the Reserve. Lou will
describe the program and demonstrate the equipment used by each group.  We invite you to participate in this very
important campaign. Our waters are polluted. We need baseline data. We need you to adopt a student, test kit and
waterway- you will be able to track your waterway and your data. Come see how you can be an ongoing part of this
important baseline data collection.
Lou Siegel is the Science Coordinator for the South Shore Estuary Reserve Office, Estuary Learning Facilitator for
the New York State Marine Education Association and a lecturer at Dowling College.
Directions are available at http://www.dowling.edu/about/directions1.shtm

Carpooling is now available - contact Mark Kinnucan at
631-424-1889 or kinnucan@patriot.net

To save trees and cut back on plastic garbage, please bring your own cup.
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   Fellow Sierrans, the permafrost
is melting. Please alert the
media.

   As the permafrost in the
Earth’s great frozen north melts,
huge quantities of carbon dioxide
and heat trapping methane are
being released.  Even though
most of the present growth in
atmospheric carbon dioxide can
be attributed to the combustion of fossil fuels, the potential
release of heat trapping gasses by the melting of the
permafrost is unprecedented in modern times.

   So, fellow Sierrans, what are you going to do about the
combustion of fossil fuels?  Because there is nothing that
you can do about the melting of the permafrost.
   I find the individual and organizational response to the
combustion of fossil fuels most interesting.  Al Gore has a
plan to build out energy efficiency and renewable energy, in
which he states the US can replace fossil fuel consumption
in 10 years.  http://www.wecansolveit.org/  Al, you’ll always
be my president.
   Our beloved Sierra Club, in the person of Sierra Club
Executive Director Carl Pope, has been cozying up to T. Boone
Pickens, (the funder of the swift boat attack ads against
John Kerry) and T. Boone’s boneheaded ideas about natural
gas…Marcellus shale exploitation anyone? Carl, as Sierrans,
why do we keep paying your salary?
    There are those with a vested interest in the present
fossil fuel infrastructure.  Boo hiss.  So folks, who own
shares in Exxon Mobil?
    And of course, there are those that see the problem of
fossil fuel combustion as too big, and too difficult, so in the
interest of emotional, psychological and professional self
preservation, they laugh at the problem, ignore the problem,
or simply spout platitudes that provide a certain degree of
cover, but no skin in the game.   Except perhaps, the annual
membership to groups like the Sierra Club, Greenpeace,
NRDC, EDF, WWF, LCV, NYPIRG, NYIPL, and the scores of
acronym-rich environmental organizations that feed off the
cancer of ecologic degradation.  
   Even without global warming, the combustion of fossil
fuels is deeply problematic.  Who thinks that Marcellus shale
can be exploited without negative environmental outcomes? 
Who thinks the tar sands of Canada can be exploited without
the same?  Who has ever been in a closed room with cigarette
smokers?  After an hour in a room full of smokers, there is
the smell of smoke, and perhaps some congestion, but
otherwise, you’ll probably be ok.  Who has ever been in a
closed room with an automobile that’s been running?
    Well, gentle readers, it’s time to face facts.  We’re in
Sierra Club for a reason.  We’re here to shift infrastructure
away from fossil fuels like coal, oil, and natural gas and
toward efficiency and renewables.  A modern, post fossil fuel
infrastructure needs to be built.  Al Gore has a plan.  The
world needs a plan.
    Tick tock.  The clock is ticking.  And thank you for your
involvement with Sierra Club.
frankmorris@ecologicinvestor.com

LETTER FROM
THE CHAIR
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Bold Effort in North Babylon
Kaelyn McParland wants to see her high school implement
a recycling program before she graduates.  An experienced
volunteer at North Babylon High School, she thought it
would be easy.  When she reached out to the Town of
Babylon’s Vicky Russell and Ron Kluessner, they offered
to provide combined municipal carting and recycling –but
the school would need to end their current carting
contract.
Kaelyn created and twice gave
a power point presentation to
her school district about the
waste generated by the school
and the town’s solution. The
first presentation was in early
summer of ‘08 to the district’s
administrative staff. The new
superintendent, Dr. A’loise,
and Buildings and Grounds
Administrator Phil Bock were
supportive, and Dr. A’loise asked her to present the
material to the school board in September. Over the
summer, the Town of Babylon formalized their offer to all
town school districts – the town would provide the blue
recycling bins and dumpsters needed, and take away the
waste and recycling for processing. Furthermore, Babylon
would do this at half the cost of standard hauling rates-
a big bonus for taxpayers. Kaelyn gave her second
presentation this past September to the North Babylon
school board, showing them an easy, healthier, and less
expensive way to deal with garbage and reduce waste.
With all the groundwork done, it seemed that recycling
could begin any day, but since September, Kaelyn’s dream
remains just that. Other schools in Babylon are reaping
the benefits of her vision- the Deer Park school district
immediately saw the advantages of the town’s recycling
offer, and they are implementing recycling at this time.
Kaelyn is still waiting to hear from her own school, and
she graduates in June.

UPDATE ON RENEWABLE SCHOOLS INITIATIVE
Day after day, Styrofoam lunch trays and plastic bottles
are thrown into school garbage cans along with food
scraps, aluminum, and paper and taken to landfills and
incinerators across the country.  Through the hard work
of students, teachers, and administrators willing to cut
through red tape, some schools are joining the 21st

century. Here are two very different stories of recycling in
schools, featuring several environmental heroes. You can
share what your district is doing, or find out how you can
help by emailing LISierraClub@gmail.com.

Albert G. Prodell Middle School
Begins “Green Project”

The Albert G. Prodell Middle School in Shoreham, NY has
begun a move to make their
school greener!  The “Green
Project”, which began its
Phase 1 on October 27th,
focuses on creating a
realistic, school-wide
recycling program.  Four
brave 7th grade students,
Shannon, Rachel,
Francesca, and Oliva, under
the guidance of science
teacher Kevin Willi and the school’s principal, Ms.
Anthony, kicked off the initiative with an assembly about
the program.  These students created and delivered a power
point presentation and speech about the importance of
recycling.  Afterward, they also participated in a question
and answer session… all in front of the entire student
body of 600+ students!!!
The school’s Phase 1 of its “Green Project” asks students
to place aluminum cans, plastic and glass bottles (without
the caps) in clearly marked blue recycle bins strategically
placed throughout the school.  However, the bottle caps,
which are created from a different type of plastic, cannot
be easily recycled.  Students at the assembly were asked
to brainstorm solutions so that the bottle caps would not
become landfill trash.  Several ideas that were generated
included using them for art projects, craft sales, and
collecting them for charity.  An 8th grade science teacher,
Anthony Rohm, has already asked his students create
hovercrafts to teach the principles of fluid friction from a
bottle cap, a used compact disk and a balloon!!!
As with most school recycling programs, organization and

implementation of the plan was
a complicated task.  Without the
participation of teaching and
custodial staff, administration,
the school’s carting company and,
most importantly the students,
the “Green Project” could not
happen.  Upcoming phases of the
plan include the school’s Pride
Club collecting and positively
using the bottle caps, organizing
collection of cardboard pizza
boxes, a spring-time paper drive

and restoration of the school’s greenhouse.

CLEAN COAL - WHAT’S THAT?
You must have heard the latest buzz phrase: “clean coal”!
This is the classic oxymoron. Many who advocate the so-
called “energy independence” like to promote clean coal
as the ultimate independent energy source. Coal is
abundant, cheap, and mined in the continental US. View
the film “Burning the Future: Coal in America” and you
certainly would never associate clean and coal again. This
documentary goes behind the 51% of electricity generated
in the USA from coal and shows the destruction and
devastation from mountain top removal coal mining to
the environment, and people’s lives and livelihoods in
the Appalachians where a significant part of American
coal output is derived. The documentary is very graphic
and moving in its illustration of the damage to water
systems and to people’s health from mountain top removal
coal mining. I highly recommend this documentary for
social studies and environmental science teachers, as
well as anyone interested in learning more about coal
and energy production in the US. For information on how
to get the film visit: http://www.burningthefuture.org/
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Outings and Events
Note:  For additions, cancellations, and more information, please visit our
website at www.LISierraClub.org or call Jane Fasullo at 631-689-1568. All
Ex Com meetings for the winter will be held at the Huntington Main Library
on the 2nd Monday of each month from 7-9 PM.  Carpooling is now avail-
able: contact Mark Kinnucan at 631-424-1889 or kinnucan@patriot.net.
To save trees and cut back on plastic garbage, please bring your own cup.

Sat. Dec. 6 - 1:00pm - HIKE - Avalon Park and East
Farms, Stony Brook.  3-5 mi. Woods, fields and a mill
pond. Some stairs. Lots of short hills. Rain/snow cancel.
Cancellation posted at www.lisierraclub.org by 11 am .
Registration not required. Meet in parking field on Shep
Jones Rd, Head of the Harbor. Info: Jane 631-689-1568.

Sun. Dec. 7 - 10:30am - BIKE - Heckscher Park, East
Islip.  Flat, easy, paved park trail approx 5 mi.  Option for
additional 3-5 mi on lightly traveled development streets.
Children encouraged. Meet in parking field #5. Register by
8:30 am by contacting Krystal at dejmkrys@hotmail.com
or 631-258-9156 .

Sat. Dec. 13 - 1:00pm - HIKE - Sunken Meadow Park
approx. 3 mi. Varied terrain. Views of L.I. Sound from
high bluffs. Walk through woodland and marsh.
Discussion of plants, animals, and geology. Adults only.
Birders - bring binoculars. Meet at the east end of parking
field, #3. Registration required at least 4 hrs ahead of
the hike. Contact Jan, 631-754-3019 or
beachtowel@earthlink.net.

Mon. Dec. 29 - 10:00am - HIKE – Upland Trail at South
Shore Nature Center , East Islip, located off Bayview Ave.,
East Islip, south off Montauk Hwy (Rt. 27A).  Flat – 2 or 4
mi options available. Perfect outdoor activity for children
with guardians. Possible $4 fee for non-Islip residents.
Contact Krystal, 631-258-9156 or dejmkrys@hotmail.com,
at least 3 hours ahead if you plan to attend.

Dec. 2008

Feb. 2009
Sat. Feb. 7 - 12:30pm - HIKE - Massapequa Preserve.  3
plus flat miles of streams and lowlands. Heavy rain or
snow cancels. Park at the Brooklyn Waterworks (brick
building) off Sunrise Hwy just east of the Massapequa
RR station. Info: Jane 631-689-1568

PLEASE NOTE: there will be additional February outings
posted on the web. Please look there in early February to
see what’s been added.

Wed. Jan. 14 - 12:00pm - HIKE - Avalon and East Farm,
Stony Brook.  HILLY. The leader will do 5 mi but you can
bail out after 3. Snow or ice on ground cancels. After the
hike, join the leader for a warm-me-up snack and hot
beverage (on your own) in Stony Brook Village . Park on
Shep Jones Rd., Head of the Harbor. Info: Jane 631-689-
1568.

Sat. Jan. 17 - 12:30pm - HIKE or X-C SKI - Hempstead
Lake State Park.  Walk/hike (or bring your X-C skis if
there is snow). Only a snow storm cancels. 3 flat miles.
Meet in parking field #1 off exit 18 of Southern State
Pkwy. Info: Jane 631-689-1568

Jan. 2009

Fri. Dec. 5 - 8:30am - Montauk Point State Park
Fri. Dec. 19 - 9:00am - Montauk Point State Park
Sun. Dec. 21 - 9:30am - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Sat. Dec. 27 - 12:30pm - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Sun. Dec. 28 - 1:30pm - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Fri. Jan. 2 - 8:00am - Montauk Point State Park
Sat. Jan. 10 - 12:00pm - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Sun. Jan. 11 - 1:00pm - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Sat. Jan. 24 - 11:30am - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Fri. Feb. 6 - 12:00pm - Montauk Point State Park
Sun. Feb. 8 - 11:00am - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
Fri. Feb. 20 - 12:00pm - Montauk Point State Park
Sat. Feb. 21 - 10:30am - Cupsogue Beach Co. Park
CRESLI seal walks will take place between December and
May. Please note that weather will play a significant role
in determining the seal walk schedule. Please call CRESLI
at (631) 244-3352 for schedule changes and cancellations.
Reservations are required and should be made at
h t t p : / / w w w . c r e s l i . o r g / c r e s l i / r e s e r v a t i o n s /
seal_walk_reservations.html.
Cost = Suggested donation of $5 per person

OUTINGS LEADERS, ASSISTANTS,
AND PLANNERS WANTED!

JOIN FELLOW NATURE ENTHUSIASTS AS WE
EXPLORE THE HIDDEN HABITATS OF LONG

ISLAND.  ONLY A FEW HOURS A MONTH
COMMITMENT - INCLUDING E-MAILING, PHONE

CALLS, AND GETTING OUTSIDE.

LEAVE NO CHILD INSIDE!
EXPLORATORY COMMITTEE FORMING FOR

LEADING YOUNG PEOPLE’S OUTINGS.
PLEASE CONTACT JANE 631-689-1568

CRESLI Seal Walks
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CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIP TO 
JACKSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE  
January 16-19, 2009 
 

Come join us this year on a cross-country ski adventure 

in the White Mountains of New Hampshire on January 

16-19, 2009 at the Eagle Mountain House in Jackson, New Hampshire. One of the few remaining 

icons of a golden era in New England, the Eagle Mountain House offers breathtaking mountain 

views, deluxe rooms and delicious country cuisine. Step out onto Jackson’s 149 KM of groomed 

trails that connect to local inns, pubs, restaurants, and the White Mountain National Forest. The 

fitness center, large indoor hot tub, and cedar-lined saunas offer special enticements after a tough 

day on the trails. A large game room features billiards, ping-pong, video games, TV, and card 

tables - something for everyone! 

Downhill skiing, snowshoeing, ice skating and sleigh rides add to the fun.  

And don’t forget the tax-free shopping outlets in nearby North Conway! Included in the price of 

$415 is bus transportation, lodging, three breakfasts, two dinners, two ski passes, and all 

taxes and gratuities. 

To register, send a check for the full amount of $415, payable to Sierra Club 

Long Island Group, to True Hampton, 26 Revere Rd., Port Washington, NY 11050 by 

December 1, 2008.  Be sure to include a SASE with 

your phone number. No refund for cancellation after 

Dec. 1, unless a replacement can be found. If we do 

not have 40 participants by December 1 the trip will 

be cancelled and all checks will be returned. 

Any inquiries please contact co-leaders Lucille 

Mandala (516-249-3255) or True Hampton (516- 

883-7850). 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS
By Ann I. Aurelio, Vice Chair

Broadwater, the liquefied natural gas barge proposed for Long
Island Sound was defeated in April of this year, but there are 3 more
proposed projects slated off our local shores.

One such project called “Safe Harbor Energy” would be 13 miles
off the coast of Long Beach, NY and 19 miles off Sea Bright, NJ. This
would be a 62.5 acre man-made island.

The second, “Blue Ocean Energy,” would be a floating LNG 30
miles off of Long Island, 20 miles east of New Jersey.

The third, “Liberty Natural Gas Project,” would be a deep-water
pipeline system 15 miles off Asbury Park, New Jersey.

Long Island Sierra Club as well as the Sierra Atlantic Chapter do
not support these projects. They are just more fossil fuel infrastructure.
We support conservation and renewable energy.

As recently as September 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) approved a new LNG import terminal and related
send out pipeline for the Pacific Northeast. This facility will be constructed
on the Columbia River in Oregon. The FERC contends that after careful
review all safety precautions will be in place and that the project will
supplement energy needs for that region. These facilities are not safe,
nor do they give us independence from foreign fossil fuels.

Here are some additional facts that should be noted attesting to
why we should be opposing these infrastructures.  These facts were taken
from the documentary “The Risks and Danger of LNG” by Tim & Hagden
Riley 2004, www.LngDanger.com.  The residents of a couple of towns in
California are also fighting these LNG facilities that prompted this
documentary.

In January 2004 LNG exploded in Algeria. There have been other
explosions throughout the world. It takes 5 miles to halt a LNG tanker.
The tanker is longer than 3 football fields and is 12 stories high. The
explosive strength is equivalent to 55 Hiroshima bombs. They are using
the same type of vessel that they have used for the past 40 years. It is a
double hull ship like that of the USS Cole that was breached by terrorists
in Sept. 2000.

An average tanker holds 33 million gallons of liquefied gas. With
a 35 second leak 2,500 gallons would be released. The gas is chilled to
minus 260 degrees; should a leak occur, it warms immediately, hitting
the air, making it explosive.

As for its contribution to global warming, it is a methane gas,
which is about 21 times more powerful at warming the atmosphere than
C02. The Patriot Act is restricting 90,000 documents on the safety of
LNGs. These are just a few examples why we should all make our voices
heard and oppose all LNGs.

Robinson & Associates, P.C.
35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

(516) 496-9044
(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com
LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:

Environmental Law Insurance Coverage Disputes
 Land-Use Planning Public Policy Issues

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate / Commercial Advice

Commercial Litigation Last Will and Testament
Sierra Club Member Since 1973
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SHAWN KILMURRAY
We, as a society, have become too comfortable and it’s difficult
to get people to care about urgent issues that seem so far away
from them. Whether it’s global warming, chemicals in our
food, water shortages, deforestation, or the extinction of
species, only a few of us truly take ownership and act, most
foolishly believing others will do it for us.  As a music
executive, I’ve worked with artists such as Dave Matthews,
Alicia Keys, Sting and U2, among others.  Artists have always
been at the forefront of social change…sort of a “canary in the
coalmine”.  I believe music has the power to open the heart
and touch the soul.  I want to help the Sierra Club capitalize
on this opportunity to a) establish partnerships with music
artists b) leverage their fan base c) connect with young people
d) raise awareness, and e) affect real change.  A proud member
of the Long Island Group, I’m the official liaison to the Obama
campaign and very interested in taking on a leadership role.
I would sincerely appreciate your consideration.

FRANK MORRIS
I’ve been Chairperson of Long Island Sierra Club for the last 18
months. During that time, I’ve helped Long Island Sierra Club
raise about $5,000 for our conservation committees. I believe
in empowering local Sierra Club committees to do the important
work of protecting our environment. I feel that I run an effective
monthly executive committee meeting. Professionally, I run
Ecologic Advisors, a NYS Registered Investment Advisory
specializing in environmental investing. I’ve developed and
trademarked the Earth Index of publicly traded companies that
provide solutions to environmental pollution. I’m a homeowner
in the Village of Floral Park, and am married to Florence and
father to 4 year old Faith. I’m active in my church. Rather than
complaining about environmental problems, we as an
organization should campaign to build a more bio-sustainable,
post fossil fuel economic infrastructure. The companies in Earth
Index are building that infrastructure. Please contact me at
frankmorris@ecologicinvestor.com or 516 410-8461. Thank you
for giving me the opportunity to sit on the Long Island Sierra
Club executive committee.

LINDA FREILICH
My name is Linda Freilich and I am currently the Coastal
Waterways Chair for the Long Island Group Sierra Club. It will
be my honor to continue to serve in this position. I attend
meetings regularly in the community. I have become familiar
with the environmental community on Long Island and the
issues. I represent the Long Island group with great pride. I sit
on the South Shore Estuary Reserve Council for the Sierra Club
and the New York Oceans and Great Lakes Conservation
Council. I work closely with the Conservation Chair on water
issues. I help with the fundraisers and food. I love my work
and I work cooperatively and closely with the other executive
committee members. I look forward to the opportunity to continue
to serve you. You can email me at turton@optonline.net. I have
written articles in the newsletter and you may have seen some
of my work there. I work for you every day, despite my teaching
career, and find it invigorating. Thank you.
HARVEY MILLER
I have been on the Long Island Executive Committee for several
years. In that time I have been maintaining our website,
participating in the monthly meetings, helping to shape local
actions and policy and leading and participating in our
outings. My motivations are based on my values which
consider our planet as a place in our universe in which the
importance of appreciating, sustaining and understanding
life should be our highest priority. I hope to continue my
efforts with the LI ExCom and appreciate your allowing me to
do so.

Candidate’s Statements for the Executive Committee’s 2009-10 Term

SUE WATINS
As  a biology teacher for 15 years and Assistant Principal of
Science for 17 years, I have always had a very strong interest
in ecology and improving the environment.  I have been a
member of the Sierra Club for several years and initially my
involvement was social level i.e. cross country ski trips,
kayaking or  a hike.  It was not until I retired, two years ago,
that I had the time to become more actively involved.   In the
past year I have manned information tables, sent out flyers
and made calls for the Renewable Schools meeting, and
provided refreshments for community meetings. I also
participated in the Wine Tasting at Southampton College
where I provided works of art for sale. I wrote the minutes
for the LI Energy Summit in Jan 2008, which was an eye
opener as to what are elected officials are doing to make Long
Island green.  In addition to the above activities, I have
attended the executive committee meetings. I was very
impressed with the hard work and dedication of  the Sierra
Club volunteers on the committee. Furthermore, I gained
insight into the vital role the Sierra Club is playing on the
local and state levels regarding environmental issues that
affect us today and in the future. Because I believe the Sierra
Club is such an important organization in shaping the
environmental future of Long Island I would like the
opportunity to play a greater role by becoming a member of
the executive committee. I would hope to give my input into
finding solutions to the environmental problems that face
Long Island today and  help make Long Island a showcase for
being green. Thank you for your consideration.

Mailing Instructions
Vote for up to 5 candidates by placing an “X” or a
check mark in the circle under Ballot 1. Ballot 2 is
to be used for a joint membership. Each member
should cast a vote. Your address label with your
name and address crossed out should remain to
verify that the ballot is being submitted by a Sierra
Club member. PDF subscribers must list
membership number on ballot.

Mail the ballot to:
c/o ExCom Election
P.O. Box 210
Syosset, NY 11791-0210
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